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WHAT NOT TO WEAR

The cringe-worthy poem sent to
1000 Melbourne call centre staff.
It's edited, but you get the drift ...

The weather's wamming up and the
heach looks so inviting.

goc{ay you are at work; so you e
/ooking c/ean ancl iidy.

g[empting as it s to put on a sing/et
am[ your t/longs;

In our work environment we have
some ’zig/lts and wiongs ...

S/w&ts and sing/ets, little s/(itts anc{

tiny summer J’Lesses;

It’s more important to work in
clothes that pwpe’z/y impress us.

Q/ou don’t have to dhess too fo’zma/,
you just need to know;

g/zat beach out/its, while at wo’z/(,
ate 7ea//y not t/w go ...

BANNED:
Tiny summer dresses

#*  BANNED: Thongs
- enfo&ced leave without pay.
(ZVe /zope t/us &Ayme s c/ea’z enoug/l
lo ):7’10]:7e’1/y exp/ain;
The dress code still app/ies at work

m suns/1ine, snow anc[ 1am.

g/uz consequences o/ sllaéloy
c/ot/u'ng j&ea//y neeJ to say;
e as serious as /o’zma/s

© WORKPLACE DRESS

Rhyme no
reason to
smarten

Rebecca Beisler

A poem sent to more than 1000
workers at a Melbourne call
centre telling them to up the
dress code is likely to backfire
in today’s relaxed workplace,
experts say.

The cringe-worthy ditty, rem-
iniscent of The Office, warns
employees that “Tempting as it
is to put on your singlet and
your thongs, in your work en-
vironment we have some rights
and wrongs.”

And it threatens - in rhyming
couplets - to dock workers’ pay
if they don’t toe the line.

Michael Dimopoulos, man-
aging director for Recruitment
Academy, said corporate wear
was out in today’s workplace.

“If we get (hot) days like we've

had this week, there needs to be
a bit of give and take,” Dimo-
poulos said.

“You have to have a bit of
leeway or you will have people
(call in sick and) in their open-
toe shoes, shorts and singlets
down on the beach.”

Generation Y workers were
more inclined to dress down at
work, he said.

“The person with the open-
toe shoe may have an amazing
skill set. No one is going to be
looking at their feet.”

He said the poem would send
a negative message at the time
of year when workers started to
loosen their ties a little.

RMIT workplace expert Sara
Charlesworth said workers
would likely take offence to the
implied threat in the poem they
could be docked a day’s pay.
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